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^  SAMUEL  SHELDON  JONES,  familiarly  known  as 

..am  Joules,  was  born  at  Carbondale,  Pennsylvania, 
June  2i  1850,  and  is  still  a  resident  of  his  native  town. 

in  early  life  he  possessed  the  “get  acquainted  faculty,” 
and  made  use  of  it.  In  the  Fremont  and  Dayton  cam- 
pa!gn  he  marched.  with  his  father  under  the  banner  of 
«-dm  finver’  ,Just  as  he  did  four  years  later  when 
the  Kail-Sphtter  was  the  candidate  of  the  Republican 
pany.  When  war  was  declared,  he  with  his  father 
answered  the  call  for  volunteers,  but  were  set  aside  as 
over  and  under  the  required  age.  In  the  summer  of 
iSta,  he  made  a  second  and  third  attempt  to  join  the 
boys  m blue,  was  twice  enrolled,  but  failed  to  pass  the 
Physical  examination. 

On  May  13,  1863,  he  secured  his  first  steady  job  and 
entered  the  employment  of  Honest  Jacob  Cohen,  the  one 
price  clothing  dealer,  with  whom  he  remained  for  three 
years.  In  May,  1866,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Joseph 
Alexander,  the  leading  merchant  tailor  of  the  city, 
whose  place  of  business  was  known  as  “The  Tower 
Hall  of  Fashion.”  In  February,  1867,  he  became  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Campman,  and  conducted 
the  merchant  tailoring  business  on  South  Main  Street 
until  1875,  when  they  were  succeeded  by  Tones  &  Rus¬ 
sell.  In  1879,  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  his 
mercantile  career  ended. 


t-  o  \v^s,  thV?n  of  Saml!el  Jones,  born  at  Brecon, 
South  Wales,  February  28,  1806,  and  Eleanor  Prichard, 
nahve  °f  Holyhead,  Anglesea,  Wales,  born  November 
,  \"'2'  oamuel  Jones  spent  his  childhood  and  bov- 

Sr  a,frrm  nea,r  Bristo1'  England.  At  seventeen 
the  sailor  life  appealed  to  him  and  he  shipped  as  a 
Rr;'"“y  °n .?  Passenger  carrying  vessel  plying  between 
'  and  New  York.  On  the  last  ocean  voyage  the 


crew  rebelled,  the  leaders  were  put  in  irons  and  upon 
t  le  arrival  of  the  ship  in  New  York,  the  culprits  were 
turned  over  to  the  authorities  and  placed  on  trial  in 
Marine  Court..  The  boy  was  held  as  an  important  wit¬ 
ness  at  this  trial  and  for  three  weeks  be  reported  daily 
at  the  Court  room,  but  found  time  to  vert  places  of  in¬ 
terest  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  numerous  chaps  of 
his  age,  Americans,  and  the  way  they  did  things  gave 
him  a  vision,  and  he  decided  to  become  a  permar-mt 
re^4  the  Land  of  the  Free.  When  the  uial 

ended  with  the  conviction  of  the  mutinous  sailors,  he 
boarded  a  Hudson  River  boat  and  landed  in  Albany 
New  York.  He  obtained  employment  on  a  nearby  farm 
run  rcma'ne<J  111  this  locality  until  the  summer  of  1830. 
\\  hen  he  learned  of  the  coal  industry  in  Pennsylvania, 
he  decided  to  find  out  for  himself  the  truth,  so  from 
Poughkeepsie  he  walked  to  Rondout,  boarded  a  canal 
boat  and  reached  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania,  July'  9,  1830, 
and  started  at  once  for  the  coal  minues.  Following  the 
railroad  track,  he  walked  the  sixteen  miles  between 
Honesdale,  and  Carbondale.  Late  in  the  afternoon  he 
reacned  the  engine  house  at  the  head  of  Plane  No.  3, 
and  there  met  the  engineer,  John  C.  Davis,  who  in¬ 
vited  him  to  remain  at  his  home  until  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  which  he  accepted,  and  that  night  began  a  real 
friendship  that  continued  while  they  lived.  Early  on 
toth  day  of  July,  1830,  he  had  the  first  glimpse  of 
the  place  where  he  was  destined  to  spend  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life. 

Two  roughly  constructed  boarding  houses  offered 
food  and  shelter. .  The  proprietors  were  Thomas  Boland, 
located  on  what. is  now  Pike  Street,  where  the  Electric 
Tt-Werr,and  Eight  plant  now  stands.  The  other  was 
John  Bowen  who  held  forth  in  a  plain  structure  on 
what  later  became  South  Main  Street  and  Willow  Lane. 
Here  the  new  comer  took  up  his  abode.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  first  day  he  found  employment  at  Stott’s 
Level.  He  knew  nothing  about  mine  work,  but  he  did 
know  how  to  work,  to  do  what  he  was  told,  and  he 
started  in  to  mine  anthracite  from  sunup  to  sundown  at 
one  dollar  per  day. 

In  the  following  year  his  marriage  took  place  and 
the  young  couple  began  life  on  the  second  floor  of  a 
house  erected  by  Stephen  Rogers  on  what  is  now  Sixth 
Avenue  His  bride  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  Thomas 
rrichard  of  Holyhead,  and  received  her  training  at  the 
preparatory  school  conducted  by  her  uncle,  Professor 
Harry  Owen  Fourteen  children  was  the  result  of  this 
union,  Samuel  Sheldon  Jones  was  the  thirteenth  horn 
and  of  the  entire  family  three  survive,  Mrs.  Margaret 
W  DaT’s-  aged  ninety  of  Binghamton,  New  York,  and 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Scott,  aged  eighty-one,  of  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 

In  1879,  he  promoted  and  brought  about  the  election 
of  Miss  H.  Evelyn  Brooks,  to  the  office  of  County 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  and  later  in  that  year 
entered  the  office  of  County  Commissioners.  In  1882, 
he  was  appointed  Deputy  Recorder  of  Deeds,  and  in 
1884,  served  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  Courts. 

In  April,  1883.  he  removed  to  Dunmore,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  resid  d  until  September.  1887,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Carbondale  as  editor  of  “The  Evening  Leader  ” 
and  did  newspaper  work  until  May,  1893,  when  he  began 
his  first  term  as  Alderman  of  ‘the  Second  Ward  of 
this  city;  was  re-elected  in  1898,  serving  until  May  1, 
1903.  In  1904.  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Countv  Treas¬ 
urer  serving  until  April.  1903.  when  he  became  part  of 
the  force  employed  in  the  office  of  County  Controller 
and  remained  with  that  department  until  January  12, 
IQI7,  when  he  was  obliged  to  enter  Emergency  Hos-’ 
pital  to  be  treated  for  foot  trouble  which  resulted  in  the 
amputation  of  his  right  limb  at  the  knee.  Tn  1911  he 
was  elected  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward,  in  November, 


